
CHAPTER VII 

THE REVOLUTION 

The summons to arms that came over the New Ipswich hills to the 
Monadnock townships when Concord and Lexington were attacked 
in the year 177 5, makes no audible sound in the rush of modern years. 
The spirit has faded out of the tales of great adventures of our heroic 
age, and we are the poorer as a consequence of our indifference and 
forgetfulness. If the spirit of Freedom had not been so vehement in 
the unlettered woodsmen and farmers of the back towns of our New 
England states, the greatest nation of the world today might never 
have had independent existence. Thirteen states only shared the 
glory of that stupendous struggle, and New Hampshire was one of the 
smallest of the lucky thirteen, yet it furnished for the Revolutionary 
War 12,496 men, or nearly three-fourths as many as the great state 
of New York; and the New England states together furnished more 
than one half of the entire number placed at the service of the Con
tinental Congress. 

It was a long wearisome struggle with poverty, disease, and want, 
even more than with an armed enemy. It came upon the infant 
townships at a time when their home demands were greatest. Every 
thought and every ounce of energy were needed for their immediate 
problems, and for clearing their fields and building their houses and 
barns. As a people, they were literally without money or credit. 
They could not mortgage the future with the burdens of the day, but 
had to bear the load as it came upon them. Jaffrey, at the breaking 
out of the Revolution, was less than two years old as an incorporated 
town. 

THE LEXINGTON ALARM 

In the spring of 1775 companies of Minute-men were organized in 
Rindge, Peterborough, New Ipswich, and Keene, to which the imme
diate towns were tributary. They prepared for trouble, and conse
quently were not caught napping when the swift messenger arrived 
in Rindge late in the afternoon of April 19, 1775, with news of the 
engagements at Lexington and Concord. These couriers could tell 
nothing of the outcome of the battle, but from door to door left only 
the hurried word, "The enemy is marching." It was enough. 
Through the night the alarm was spread to all the outlying farms. 
The women were as busy as the men, putting up lunches, looking with 
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housewifely care after the clothing of their men. Clean stockings 
and other essential articles for the long march were not forgotten. 
There were tearful farewells, for this meant war and no one could 
guess the outcome. To the Rindge meeting-house, the common 
rallying point in the town for all occasions, they came; and in the 
small hours of the night, with packs on their backs crammed to ca
pacity, they were off. 

Nathan Hale was captain of the Rindge Company; Francis Towne, 
lieutenant; Daniel Rand, ensign; and James Crombie, of a family 
afterward of Jaffrey, was clerk. All these officers made distinguished 
military records in the years that followed. 

News of the battle reached New Ipswich, forty miles from Lexing
ton, before nightfall, and at two o'clock the next morning ninety
seven men were on the road, the minister with them. Sixty-four 
men went from Peterborough, equipped with every variety of of
fensive weapons from long, kicking guns to scythes and shillalahs. 

We shall never know how many set out from Jaffrey on the day 
following the battle, for they were unorganized and no record was 
made, but it was a good proportion of the male population of the 
town. John Harper heard the news at his farm near the pre_sent 
Underwood place. Jacob Pierce and Ephraim Whitcomb on Whit
comb Hill near present East Jaffrey Village; John Dole, cooper and 
wolf hunter, away up by the Mountain; John Davidson, the first 
permanent settler, and William McAllister in the northeast part of 
the town; Abraham Ross and Alpheus Brigham in the south west 
part of the town; Joseph Brooks on the mountainside; Hugh Dunlap, 
John and Robert Gilmore, James Haywood, William Smiley, Jona
than Stanley, Jr., William Turner, Simon Whitcomb, Francis Wright, 
Stephen Adams, Thomas Emery, Ebenezer Ingalls, Joseph Wright, 
Simeon Ingalls, all left their homes in the scattered clearings and 
hurried toward Lexington and Cambridge. Phineas Spaulding left 
his young wife and baby at home and went with the rest; and Joseph 
Cutter, hard at work upon his chopping, went with the greater speed 
because Lexington was hrs birthplace. Among the soldiers named in 
the Jaffrey account for service at Cambridge, immediately following 
the Lexington alarm, were Hiram Dean, Simeon Burt, Jonas Cutter, 
Jonathan Dean, John Hale, and others, either then or later residents 
of the town. 

The great uprising was soon over but long remembered, and down 
to our day it has remained a common greeting when two old cronies 
meet, "W a-al, how you hen? I hain't seen ye since the Concord 
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fight." At Townsend and Groton the hurrying patriots were met 
with the message that the fight was over. The prudent remembered 
that they had left the plow in the furrow and turned back to fight 
some other day. The young and more adventurous kept on. They 
found the Rindge boys at Cambridge and with them joined in the 
rendezvous of all New Hampshire at Medford, where the place of 
their meeting was for many years known as New Hampshire Hall. 
Companies were being formed and there was a chance to enlist. The 
Minute-men as an organization was known no more. 

THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL 

By the 23d of April, New Hampshire had two thousand men within 
striking distance of Boston, and out of the gathered forces two New 
Hampshire regiments were organized, one commanded by John 
Stark and the other by James Reed. Men enough from Jaffrey and 
Rindge were present to make a company and only four days after 
the battle at Concord, they organized, with Philip Thomas of Rindge 
as captain, John Harper of Jaffrey, first lieutenant, and Jacob Pierce 
-0f Jaffrey, sergeant. Further enlistments were made on April 30 
and May 15. The company consisted of fifty-two men of whom, as 
nearly as can be now ascertained, the following were from Jaffrey: 

John Harper, first lieutenant 
Jacob Pierce, sergeant 
Simeon Ingalls 
Thomas Emery 
Ebenezer Ingalls 
Joseph Wright 
Stephen Adams 
Dudley Griffin 

Benjamin Dole 
Isaac Leland 
Richard Alexander 
Hugh Gragg 
Simon Whitcomb 
Alexander Douglas 
John Dole 

They were at first assigned to Colonel John Stark's New Hampshire 
regiment, but as Stark had more than ten companies, Captain Thomas 
and his men were soon after transferred to the second regiment, of 
which James Reed of Fitzwilliam was colonel and Nathan Hale of 
Rindge, major, and were stationed at Medford. 

Twenty thousand men were soon assembled around Boston, and 
the town found itself in a state of siege. The excitement all over New 
England was intense. The British troops, hemmed in by the gather
ing cloud of irregulars, were plainly irritated and showed signs of 
fight. There was desultory cannonading; and, as James Stevens 
said in his Diary, it was daily expected that the King's troops" would 
come out on them." Medford became congested with troops and 
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Colonel Reed was ordered to find quarters for his regiment elsewhere. 
He applied to General Ward and received the following order: 

Head Quarters June the 12, 1775. General Orders-That Coll. Reed quarter 
his Regiment in the Houses near Charlestown neck and keep all necessary Guards 
between his Barracks and the Ferrey and on Bunkers Hill-Signed J. Ward 
Sectary Copy for James Reed. 

Colonel Reed marched his regiment from Medford to Charlestown 
Neck. He hunted up Mr. Tufts, one of the selectmen of Charles
town, an obliging soul, and through his good offices was assigned 
comfortable quarters for his men in some of the houses near Charles
town Neck. Captain Thomas' company moved in, bag and baggage, 
and counted themselves in luck with their fine quarters and lively 
surroundings. Colonel Reed, with military promptness, reported to 
his superiors in command in part as follows: 

Then Sirs on the 13 I marched my regiment from Medford to Charlestown neck 
and with the assistance of Mr. Tufts, one of the selectmen of Charlestown, I got 
my men into good Barracks, and then rased my gard, consisting of 1 Capt. 2 
Subalterns [lieutenants], 4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals and 40 Privets.-! am Gentle
men, your obliged servant. 

J. Reed. 

It was Colonel Reed's duty to guard the ferry to Boston, hence all 
this military parade. It was not such a bad war after all. There was 
something doing every day, and soldiering was easier and a bit more 
exciting for the boys than hoeing corn. But it was too good to last. 
Three days later, on the night of the 16th of June, there was mys
terious stirring about and at the peep of dawn on the 17th a great 
reverberating gun on a British warship near-by shook the town and 
announced another episode in the Pageant of American Independence. 
All the morning shells from the warships in the harbor and the bat
tery on Copp's Hill crashed across the Neck; and Colonel Reed's boys 
from away back in the country found themselves specially honored 
with orchestra seats at the exercises. It is an old story. In the 
night Prescott with his men had fortified Bunker Hill, and when, 
in the growing light of morning, the surprised British saw the result 
of their labors, they let fly a warning shot to apprise their own forces 
of the new danger confronting them. Immediate steps were taken 
to dislodge the Americans. A steady raking fire was kept up across 
the Neck all the forenoon to prevent them from reinforcing their new 
position on the hill. What became of the guard at the ferry we do 
not know. 

The cannonade had little apparent effect, but toward noon it be
came a heavy barrage, under cover of which British troops from Bos-
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ton were landed by boats at Charlestown, preparatory to an assault 
by infantry on the Hill. In anticipation of this movement, Reed's 
men were moved along the beach to a position behind a rail fence 
running down the hillside from the redoubt on the summit to near the 
water's edge. The rest of the line of fence from the redoubt to the 
river was occupied by Stark's New Hampshire regiment and by 
Colonel Knowlton with 200 men from Connecticut. This position 
was taken to prevent the British forces, by a flanking movement, from 
gaining the rear of the redoubt on the summit of the hill. The famous 
rail fence was such as we have often seen in New Hampshire pastures, 
a low stone wall surmounted by crossed stakes bearing a superstruc
ture of split rails. One account says that it was made double by re
moving sections of fence from another part of the field and setting 
them up in a line closely parallel to the one occupied. The field had 
just been mowed and the new cut hay lay thick upon the ground. This 
was gathered and closely packed between the rails of the double fence, 
and so furnished an effective screen, if not a barrier, to the enemy's 
bullets, which, for the most part, flew high. There the country boys 
saw the magnificent spectacle of the British advance, as in perfect 
order the best trained troops of Europe marched three times up the 
hill in the open against the murderous fire of the patriots behind the 
fence and the breastwork on the hill. They saw the houses, where 
they had been quartered, shelled and set on fire. Tarbox in his "Life 
of Israel Putnam," says, 

The battle began with the intention (on the part of the British officers) of 
flanking the fence by carrying the redoubt. The New Hampshire and Connec
ticut men, with such Massachusetts men as were with them, were not beaten that 
day; they were simply flanked. 

We have the full conviction that the time will come when the whole Nation will 
give the honors of the battle of Bunker Hill largely to the common soldiers of New 
Hampshire, who, more than any other men, fought it . . . . The men in the re
doubt who patiently endured and suffered to the end are worthy of all honor. 
But the battle was fought chiefly by the soldiers of New Hampshire, whose mus
kets killed and wounded probably two out of three in that list of one thousand 
and fifty-four, which General Gage reported to his home government. 

If we need evidence that the Jaffrey and Rindge boys were actually 
in the battle, we have it in the report of casualties. Three Rindge 
boys, George Carlton, Jonathan Lovejoy, and Isaac Adams, were 
killed, and against their names on the original rolls are written the 
expressive words: "Killed June 17." In the list of wounded was 
John Thompson, also of Rindge, who was crippled for life. There 
were happily no fatalities among the Jaffrey boys, so far as known. 
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They had gone into their Charlestown quarters with full packs, 
thoughtfully stocked for chilly nights or any occasion, military or 
social. The day of the battle was scorching hot and when called 
into action they left all their superfluous clothing and personal effects 
in their quarters, and these were destroyed in the burning of the 
town. A partial list for which they were afterward remunerated by 
the State is given below (the Jaffrey names are marked by asterisks): 

Capt. Philip Thomas's Compa.-Col Reed's Regiment. 

*V. John Harper £ 12 Benja Lovering 4: 6 
Ensn Ezekiel Rand 3: 16: 4 Daniel Lake 4 
Benj• Davis 1: 15 Leme Page 6: 8 
Ezekiel Learned 2: 14 David Davis 12 

*JacobPierce 1: 3: 4 HenryDavis 4 
Simon Davis 1: 4 Nehemiah Porter 6 
John Demerry 7 Peter Webster 1: 12: 8 

*Simeon Ingolls 2: 14: 6 Benj• Parker 2 
Jeremiah Russell 6: 8 Thomas Henderson 2: 19 
Obadiah Marsh 6 *Richard Alexander 3: 8 
Benj• Beals 12 Caleb Winn 3: 3: 8 
Joel Russell 5: 4 John Thompson 2: 

*Dudley Griffin 1: 8 David Hale 5: 6 
*Thomas Emery 1 : 4 Isaac Adams 7 
*Hugh Gregg 17 George Calton 7 
Ezekiel Demerry 2 Jonathan Lovejoy 6 

*Benj• Dole 6 James Coffering 1: 4: 8 
Reuben Page 1: 1: 2 
Timothy Rogers 15 £59: 16: 4 

A list of Losses, sustained in the Batal and Retreat on bunker hill the 17th of 
June, 1775, of Capt. Thomas's Company in the New Hampshire Reserves. 

Lieut. [John Harper,] [Jaffrey] one hat; Ens'n [Ezekiel Rand] coat two shirts, 
one gun, iron strike sword, pr hose; Sarg't. Benjamin Davis, a blanket, surtout, 
one byanot; Sarg't Ezekiel Larned, one gone [gun] one byanot & belt, one Pow
der horn; Sarg't Simon Davis, one coat; Sarg't Jacob Pierce, [Jaffrey] a coat, a 
shag great coat & pack; Corporal John Demary, one blanket, one byanot, one 
haversack; Corp'l Semion Inglas, one Cartridge Box, one gun & byanot, one 
powder horn, one blanket; Corp'l. Benjamin Lovring, Cadous Box & silke hand
kerchief; Drums & Fifers-Daniel Lake, one pair of suse [shoes] one blanket; Lemi 
Page, one shagge great coat; Richard Alexander, [Jaffrey] caduse Box & a coate; 
Thomas Hutchinson, a pare of trowsors; David Daves, a fine shirt & pare of yarn 
hose; Jonathan Lovejoy, a surtout, four shirts, one coat, two waistcoats, one gun, 
three pare of hose, one pouch, neckcloth, one pr. of trousers, one cat-box, by
anot; Nehemiah Porter, a Byanot; Thomas Henderson, 2 shirts, 2 pr. hose, coat 
& wastcoat, & a pare of Lether breeches; James Cochran, blanket, pr. Briches, 
a pr. of hose, a Rasor, havsak; Dudley Griffin [Jaffrey], a coat & shirt; Benjamin 
Beales, a shirt, two pr. of hose; Ezekiel Demary, one pr. of hose; Reuben Paige, 
a great cote, & one shirt, 1 pr. of hose, 1 powder horn, one cartridge Box, one 
wastcoat; Obadiah Marsh, one shirt, 1 pr. of hose, one Havisack; Joell Russell, 1 
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coat, 1 pr. Leather-briches, 1 pr. hose, two shirts, one hat, 1 powder horn, have
sack; Jacob Hobbs, one blanket; Timothy Rogers, one shirt; Godfary Richison, 
one pare of suse [shoes]; Henry Davis, one pare of trousers; Hugh Gregg [Jaffrey], 
one shag great coat, 1 shirt, 1 powder horn, Bulet-pouch. 

Benj. Dole [Jaffrey] lost Comp'ys Bread; Peter Webster, a felt-hat, and coat, 
and 1 pair of Leather-briches, one shirt, and one havsack and one Bulet-pouch; 
John Thompson, one pair suses, one wast-coat, 1 shirt, 2 pr. of trowsers, one neck
cloth, one Havesack, 1 pr. of hose, 1 gone & powder horn; George Calton, Samuel 
[Isaac] Adams and Jonathan Lovejoy mentioned [above] we, the aprisors of this 
Company comput their loss of guns and other artikals to amount of 18£, besid 
the loss of their lives or in captivity. 

PHILIP THOMAS, Capt. 
(N. H. Provincial Papers, Vol. VII, pages 594-595.) 

George Carlton is supposed to have been a member of the household 
of James Carlton, who lived on the height of land above Bullet Pond, 
though the relationship has not been clearly discovered. The place, 
now the summer home of Arthur Allen, was in full sight from the 
farm of Benjamin Prescott in the southeast part of Jaffrey, and 
it is said that Carlton with some companions on their way to join 
the army, stopped at Prescott's and assisted in the raising of his two
story house shortly before May 15, when they enlisted at Cambridge. 

There has been much controversy over the names and places of 
residence of the heroes of Bunker Hill, perhaps the most honored 
service of the war. It was an epochal battle, and showed for the 
first time the mettle of the prospective American armies, and the 
names of the actual participants have been eagerly sought to adorn 
our rustic Halls of Fame. An investigation by Colonel George Gil
more, president of the board or special commission on this subject, 
appointed by the governor of New Hampshire, places the number of 
New Hampshire soldiers present in the battle above 1,600, or nearly 
three quarters of those engaged on the American side, but some were 
under fire in the retreat only. Gilmore credits Jaffrey with eleven men 
in the battle, but we covet every name properly our due and after pro
longed investigation we know the state record to be inaccurate in 
some instances in designating places of residence. The commissioner 
could not know so well as local investigators the names or changes of 
residences; and, as freely stated, infallibility is not claimed for either 
the State or the present report. 

In Gilmore's report, John Harper, first lieutenant, and Jacob Pierce, 
sergeant of Captain Thomas' Co., are credited to Jaffrey. The other 
Jaffrey names in the same report are, Stephen Adams, Benjamin 
Dole, John Dole, Hiram Dean, Alexander Douglas, Dudley Griffin, 
Ebenezer Ingalls, Joseph Wright, and Simon Whitcomb, making 
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eleven names in all. But the Jaffrey records show that the town had 
sixteen soldiers in service at the time, and there is evidence the fol
lowing men engaged in the battle may fairly be claimed by Jaffrey. 
Hugh Gragg is shown by town records to have lived during most of 
the Revolutionary period and for the rest of his life in Jaffrey and 
died here. (See Revolutionary record.) He served in Captain 
Thomas' Co., which was made up almost exclusively of men from 
Jaffrey and Rindge. He drew Jaffrey mileage and in subsequent 
enlistments he is found grouped with Jaffrey men. He is credited by 
Gilmore to Sliptown (Sharon); but it appears that another Hugh 
Gragg, of better social standing and more generally known, lived in 
Peterborough and Sharon during and following the war period and 
it is believed that the two men have been confused by their identity 
of names. These two Hugh Graggs were living, according to the 
Federal Census, in 1790, one in Jaffrey and one in Peterborough, 
which establishes the duality of the individual. Richard Alexander 
is credited to Wal pole, but he served in Thomas' company and drew 
Jaffrey mileage, which is conclusive evidence that he did not claim 
a residence in Walpole at that time, else he would have been entitled 
to materially larger mileage compensation. He served later in Cap
tain Parker's Company, raised out of Colonel Enoch Hale's regi
ment, which did not include Wal pole, and again his name is included 
in the Jaffrey group on the muster rolls; and again he drew Jaffrey 
mileage. This seems conclusive as to his residence in the early years 
of the war. He was a younger brother of Elizabeth Alexander, wife 
of Joseph Hogg, a Jaffrey pioneer, and doubtless lived as a hired man 
with the Hogg family in the south part of the town. (See Genealogy, 
Vol II, page 399; also Revolutionary record.) Later he served an 
enlistment from Wal pole, and in the 1790 Census he is given as a resi
dent of that place, which, perhaps, furnished a clue to the State's 
Committee, but the conclusion is hardly avoidable that in the early 
years of the war he was a resident of Jaffrey. Joseph Crosby, accord
ing to family account, also served from Jaffrey in this battle. 

Following the battle of Bunker Hill, Captain Thomas' company 
was engaged around Boston until the close of the year, or the expira
tion of their term of enlistment. The daily experience of those who 
shared in the siege of Boston is well told in the diary of James Stevens, 
mentioned heretofore. 

In the fall of this year an expedition was formed from the troops 
around Boston to attempt the capture of Quebec. It was placed 
under the command of Colonel Benedict Arnold, and after incredible 
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hardship and suffering in penetrating the Maine wilderness, they 
arrived at Quebec on November 8, destitute of food, many of them 
barefoot and with clothing in tatters. Their attack upon the town 
proved a failure and a large part of the force was taken prisoners. In 
this force was John Dole of Jaffrey, who enlisted from Captain 
Thomas' company in Cambridge, Sept. 18, 1775. 

THE MILITIA 

The Fourth Provincial Congress of this year divided the State into 
seventeen districts, each of which was required to support a regiment of 
militia. The towns of Jaffrey, Rindge, Dublin, Marlborough, Stoddard, 
Packersfield (Nelson), Washington, and Sliptown (Sharon) consti
tuted the fourteenth regiment, of which Enoch Hale of Rindge was 
appointed colonel on November 2, 1775. At the close of this year 
no state government had come into being, and the authority of the 
courts was suspended. In this emergency, the general good order 
which prevailed is the highest testimonial to the character of the 
people and to the efficiency of the little town governments, each a 
law unto itself, and a foundation stone upon which was erected the 
fabric of state and national governments. 

The summer of 1775 had been hot and dry, the harvests upon 
which the lives of the people depended had been slender and the for
tunes of war, with the British in possession of their principal sea
ports, were of a nature to cast gloom upon the prospects of their 
hazardous undertaking. 

The year 1776 was one of reviving courage and expanding purposes. 
The former provinces, or colonies, of Great Britain now became states. 
Town meetings were no longer warned in the King's name; the people 
themselves were sovereign. They had risen to a daring and glorious 
adventure, with consequences as broad as humanity. In this year 
the issues of the war, begun in the defense of chartered rights, were 
unmistakably defined by the Declaration of Independence at Philadel
phia, which within fourteen days of its adoption was read in every 
shire town of New Hampshire, and from that time on the war was waged 
upon a national scale with an army no longer sectional. The militia 
of the State was re-organized into training bands and alarm lists. 
All able-bodied males between sixteen and fifty years of age, except 
negroes, mulattoes and Indians, belonged to the train band and 
were divided into seventeen regiments with a total of 16,710 men. A 
company was composed of sixty-eight men who chose their own cap
tain, lieutenants and ensign. The higher officers were appointed by 

10 
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the House of Representatives and Council of the State. The alarm 
list included all men between the ages of sixteen and sixty-five not 
included in the training bands. Fifty-nine articles of war were 
adopted at this time for the regulation of the militia. Troops for 
the regular army, known as the Continental line, were at first vol
unteers but later any man in the militia was subject to draft for this 
service. 

With the evacuation of Boston by the British forces on the 17th of 
March, the theatre of war was for a time removed from New England, 
and on the 18th of March, General Washington started five of his 
best regiments, including Stark's New Hampshire Regiment, on the 
march to New York. On the 27th, General Sullivan followed with the 
remainder of his brigade; and, soon after his arrival, he was sent with 
all his New Hampshire regiments and some others to reinforce the 
ill-fated Canada Expedition under Montgomery and Arnold, which 
was slowly retreating from Quebec. Smallpox had broken out in 
its ranks, and its hardships and sufferings were intense. 

The command of the broken army now devolved upon General Sulli
van who retired toward Crown Point and Ticonderoga. The British 
forces opposed to his were increased and were accompanied by bands 
of Indians who threatened to renew their accustomed atrocities upon 
the frontier. Warnings and appeals for help poured in upon the 
New Hampshire legislature. A regiment of 750 men was immediately 
raised and, under command of Colonel Isaac Wyman of Keene, was 
sent to the assistance of the retreating army. In this regiment was a 
company commanded by Captain Joseph Parker of New Ipswich, of 
which David Hunter of Jaffrey was second lieutenant. Peter Tozer 
of Marlborough, who the next year began a three years' service for 
Jaffrey, was also with Parker's company. Lieutenant Hunter and 
William Smiley, a lad nineteen years of age and son of Dea. William 
Smiley near Gilmore Pond, died in this service. Another son of 
Deacon Smiley, John, was in the same company. The following is 
a list of Jaffrey men who served in Captain Parker's company in this 
expedition: 

David Hunter, second lieutenant. 
Stephen Adams 
John Stanley 
John Smiley 
John Dole 
Benjamin Dole 
Robert Gilmore 
Richard Alexander 

George Clark 
William Smiley 
Hugh Gragg 
Jonathan Blodgett 
Isaac Proctor 
Thomas Emery 
Ephraim Adams 
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In September another regiment was raised to reinforce the army in 
New York, and was placed under command of Colonel Nahum Bald
win of Amherst. This regiment was in the unsuccessful battle of 
White Plains on October 28, and remained in service, under the imme
diate command of General Washington, on Long Island until early in 
December of the same year. The third company of this regiment, 
commanded by Captain Abijah Smith of New Ipswich, contained the 
following Jaffrey men: Hugh Dunlap, Joseph Wright, Benjamin Cut
ter, Daniel Emery, Jr., John Little, Alpheus Brigham, and Thomas 
Adams. 

For the remainder of the year and the year following, the threat 
of invasion of New England from Canada and New York hung like 
a cloud upon the northwestern horizon. The terms of service of the 
troops in garrison at Fort George and Ticonderoga were expiring 
the last of December, 1776, and men were needed to fill their places. 
Early in December, in answer to a requisition from General Wash
ington to the officers, another regiment was raised and sent from 
New Hampshire to reinforce the army in New York state. This regi
ment, commanded by Colonel David Gilman of Pembroke, had a 
company commanded by Francis Towne of Rindge, in which were 
men from Jaffrey. The musicians, John Briant, drummer, and 
Ephraim Whitcomb, fifer, were of Jaffrey. The other Jaffrey men 
were Peter McAllister, Thomas Adams, and Isaac Proctor. It is said 
that this company did good service for the country in the memorable 
battle of Princeton, New Jersey, where the New Hampshire forces 
were given credit for saving the day. It also shared in the triumph 
over the Hessians at Trenton, when the main column of attack was 
commanded by General Sullivan of New Hampshire and led by 
General Stark. Two New Hampshire militia regiments under 
Colonel Gilman and Colonel Thomas Tash, by a mid-winter's attack, 
captured 1,000 Hessians. They had marched all night through rain 
and sleet and fell upon the unsuspecting enemy like an avalanche. 
Although poorly clad and suffering greatly from the cold of the winter, 
these men remained with the army several weeks after their term of 
enlistment expired. 

BENNINGTON AND SARATOGA 

The spring of 1777 was, for New England, one of the most gloomy 
and depressing periods of the war. A well-equipped army under 
General Burgoyne, intended to sweep away all opposition, had been 
gathered in Canada. Wide-spread invasion seemed inevitable; and, 
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contrasting the resources of the states with those of the enemy, a 
successful resistance might well have been regarded as hopeless. But 
never did the people of New England rise more grandly to the occa
sion. This year, with its battles of Bennington and Stillwater and 
Saratoga, marked the turning point of the war; and the surrender of 
Burgoyne brought the recognition of American Independence by 
France and the alliance of forces which finally, in the surrender of 
Cornwallis, October 19, 1782, brought the war to a close. 

To meet adequately the issues and avoid the previous handicap 
of expiring enlistments when men were most needed, orders were now 
given to fill the ranks with men enlisted for three years or for the 
duration of the war. The quota required from Enoch Hale's regi
ment was 119 men, divided as follows (the number assigned to the 
different towns affording an idea of the relative population): New 
Ipswich, 22; Rindge 17; Jaffrey, 14; Peterborough, 14; Temple, 
13; Fitzwilliam, 8; Dublin, 8; Marlborough, 6; Stoddard, 6; Packers
field, 5; Washington, 4; Sliptown (Sharon), 2. Jaffrey exceeded its 
quota and returned sixteen men in all. They were: Francis Mason, 
Blodgett's Company; William Redfield, Thomas Wheelock, Hart 
Balch (a three months' man), Nathan Fish, for one year; Henry 
Thompson, Isaac Wesson, James Turner in Scott's company, Michael 
Silk. The following from Jaffrey served in Alexander Scammell's 
regiment: John Lake, Stephen Adams, James Reed, and John Cox 
in Captain Livermore's company; John Dole and Peter Tozer in 
Scott's company. The roll for Jaffrey was stated as containing 
sixteen men, but only fifteen are named in the list as given in the 
former Jaffrey History. The omission is that of the name of Samuel 
Wier, a colored man whose home was in Peterborough. He served 
three years for Jaffrey, in Captain Scott's company and was reported 
as wounded and left at Albany. 

Meanwhile General Burgoyne's army, fully 10,000 strong, includ
ing 7,000 of the best trained soldiers of England, and equipped with 
a train of forty-two pieces of brass artillery, the finest ever seen 
in America, besides Indian allies designed as "instruments of 
terror," drew steadily nearer to the borders of New England. The 
purpose of Great Britain to crush summarily the opposition of the 
rebellious colonists was manifest. Exaggerated reports of Burgoyne's 
triumphal advance were spread throughout New England. The 
militia was called on in larger numbers than ever. Ticonderoga, 
one of the strongest outposts of New England, was threatened and, 
on May 6, 1777, a company commanded by Josiah Brown of 
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New Ipswich, with Asa Sherwin of Rindge, lieutenant, marched to 
its defense. In this company were William Thompson, Nathaniel 
Ingalls, Thomas Davidson, Samuel Adams, and Whitcomb Powers, 
then or soon after of Jaffrey. The company remained at Ticonderoga 
"until all fears of an immediate attack were quieted, when they were 
ordered home and discharged on June 21, after an absence of six 
weeks." Scarcely had these men returned to the labor of the fields 
when another Macedonian cry came over the river, more alarming 
and imperative than the first. With it also came the intelligence 
that Crown Point had been taken and that the victorious enemy was 
nearing Ticonderoga. 

A military road cut by 
John Hawks and Colonel 
John Goffe, from Litchfield, 
through Peterborough, 
Keene, and Charlestown to 
Crown Point in 1760, opened 
a thoroughfare that was of 
great service at this timeand 
diverted some of the travel 
that formerly had passed 
through Jaffrey; but still 
the main route lay through 
Keene, and that place re
sounded to the continual 
tramp of the marching col
umns with the shrill sound 
of fife and rattle of drum. 

On one expedition 
through Jaffrey, it is said on 
the authority of old families 
in the neighborhood, a com- SOLDIER'S ROCK 

pany camped for the night 
on the so-called Fassett place on the Mountain Road, west of Monad
nock, beside a large boulder a few feet south of the road. In the night 
one of the soldiers, whose name is unknown, died and was buried be
side the boulder, giving it its name, Soldiers' Rock, by which it is still 
known. The countryside was now in arms with companies from nearly 
every town in Southern New Hampshire. Some of them passed and 
repassed four times through Keene within a few weeks. On the next 
page is the roll of the company from Jaffrey. 



Capt. Gilmore's Co. -

Time of Time in Rate per 
Name Rank Discharge Service month 

Roger Gilmore Capt July 12 14 12. 0.0 
William Turner Lt do 14 8. 2.0 
Isaac Thompson Serjte do 14 4.18.0 
Hart Balch privat do 14 4.10.0 
Amos Heald do do 14 do 
William Fisher do do 14 do 
David Eaton do do 14 do 
Daniel Emery Jun' do do 14 do 
Ebenezer Thompson do do 14 do 
Bezaleel Sawyer do do 14 do 
Rufus Sawyer do do 14 do 
James Turner do do 14 do 
Andrew Davis do do 14 do 
Silas Whitcomb do do 14 do 
Solomon Turner do do 14 do 
John Weare do do 14 do 
John Gilmore do July 8 10 do 
Daniel Emery do do 10 do 
Francis Wright do July 2 4 do 
Joseph Turner do do 4 do 
Thomas Adams do 4 6 do 

(N. H. State Papers Vol. XV. pp. 98-99) 

Amount Travel out 
wages at 3d per 

mile 

5.12.0 42 
3.15. 7 28 
2. 5.8 114 
2. 2.0 114 
2. 2. 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
2. 2 114 
1.10 111 
1.10 do 
0.12.0 45 
0.12.0 45 
0.18.0 66 

--
£123.14.0 4434 

Home at 2d per 
mile Officers 
rations at 8d 

1. 8.0 
0.18.0 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 7.6 
2. 6.3 
2. 6.3 
0.18.9 
0.18.9 
1. 7.6 

92. 7.6 
9.14.8R 

Whole 
amount 

7. 0.0 
4.14.3 
4.13.2 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
4. 9.6 
3.16.3 
3.16.3 
1.10.9 
1.10.9 
2. 5.6 

87.10.5 
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The day for the final setting-out came on the Sabbath, June 29, a 
memorable day in this part of the state for many, with companies 
from Keene, Rindge, Jaffrey, and New Ipswich all marching the same 
day. Never was the threat of devastation so near at hand. "The 
earlier call from Lexington and Concord was not more imperative in 
its tone or more valorously answered." (History of Rindge.) Colonel 
Hale said of the occasion, "The militia in my regiment, with great 
bravery, turned out to the number of one half that was able for duty." 
The Jaffrey company, commanded by Captain Roger Gilmore, with 
nearly twice the number of men called for in the requisition, marched 
in the regiment under command of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Heald. 
At one point or another these marching companies were met with the 
message that Ticonderoga had been evacuated and further advance 
was useless. The expedition was abandoned and individual soldiers 
were left to make their way home as best they might. Several of 
these broken companies on their way home were again overtaken by 
messengers with urgent orders again to turn about and march to the 
relief of the retreating armies. In this way some of the companies, 
including those from Rindge and New Ipswich, were kept for nearly 
thirty days on the road, to little or no purpose. Immediately follow
ing the series of disasters at Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and Hub
bardton, where Colonel Nathan Hale of Rindge, covering the retreat 
of the patriot army, was taken prisoner, came appeals to the Assembly 
of New Hampshire from the towns then known as the New Hampshire 
grants afterwards known as the state of Vermont for assistance. The 
Assembly of New Hampshire on its own initiative speedily adopted 
.efficient measures for its own protection and their relief. The 
militia was formed into two brigades commanded by Generals Stark 
and Whipple. General Stark's Brigade was soon filled and marched 
to Vermont with instruction "to act in conjunction with the troops 
of the new State, or any other of the states or the United States; or 
separately, as it should appear to him expedient for the protection 
of the people and the annoyance of the enemy." 

For Stark's Brigade, Captain Salmon Stone of Rindge, who had re
cently returned from his tantalizing service back and forth over the 
roads to Vermont, immediately raised another company, of sixty
iive men, which was joined to Colonel Moses Nichols' regiment; and in
cluded most of the Jaffrey men who engaged in this service. John 
Stanley of Jaffrey was second lieutenant in Captain Stone's company. 
Twenty-one Jaffrey names, as given in Gilmore's "New Hampshire 
Men at Bennington" are found in the rolls of Nichols' regiment 
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and Stone's company. The names, among the brightest in our roll 
of honor, are as follows: John Stanley, lieutenant, Abraham Bailey, 
sergeant, Whitcomb Powers, corporal, David Avery, Jonathan 
Blodgett, John Davis, Jr., James French, Robert Gilmore, Collins 
Hathorn, Thomas Holt, Ebenezer Ingalls, Jonathan Jewett, Jacob 
Newell, Isaac Proctor, Paul Powers, Abraham Ross, David Sherwin 
(Rindge, later of Jaffrey), John Smiley, Simon Stickney, Lemuel 
Stickney, Luke Woodbury. 

These men shared in the brilliant honors at Bennington which in 
enthusiasm and excitement was Lexington and Concord over again. 
There was the same intense excitement, with increased sadness and 
anxiety to the home people, the result of greater experience, as they 
set out from every town in central and western New Hampshire. In 
Kidder's History of New Ipswich we have pictured by an eye witness 
the scene of the setting-out of the New Ipswich company, which, with 
a change of names would be equally true of Jaffrey and other New 
Hampshire towns. 

"To a man, they wore small-clothes coming down and fastening 
just below the knee, and long stockings with cow hide shoes orna
mented with large buckles. The coats and waistcoats were loose 
and of huge dimensions, with colors as various as the barks of oak, 
sumach, and other trees of our hills and swamps could make them. 
Their shirts were all made of flax, and like every other part of the 
dress were homespun. On their heads was worn a large round-top 
and broad-brimmed hat. Their arms were as various as their cos
tumes; here an old soldier carried a heavy Queen's arm, with which 
he had done service at the conquest of Canada twenty years previous, 
while by his side walked a stripling boy, with a Spanish fusee not 
half its weight or calibre, which his grandfather may have taken at 
Havana, while not a few had old French pieces, that dated back to 
the reduction of Louisburg. Instead of the cartridge box, a large 
powder horn was slung under the arm, and occasionally a bayonet 
might be seen bristling in the ranks. Some of these swords of the 
officers had been made by our province blacksmiths, perhaps from 
some farming utensil; they looked serviceable, but heavy and un
couth. Such was the appearance of the Continentals to whom a 
well-appointed army was soon to lay down its arms. After a little 
exercising on the old Common and forming the then popular exploit 
of 'whipping the snake,' they briskly filed off up the road, by the 
foot of Kidder mountain and over through Spafford Gap, towards 
Peterborough, to the tune of ''Over the hills and far away!" 
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The battle of Bennington, which took place on the 16th of August, 
1777, again proved the fighting quality of the farmers and backwoods
men whom the British still regarded as no match for their well-drilled 
regulars. There was, all through this section of New Hampshire, 
excitement now impossible to conceive. Already the invading 
troops had broken down the outer fortifications and even now were 
overrunning the country. People remembered the former atrocities 
of the Indian allies who were again with the enemy, and they deter
mined to resist unto death if necessary to protect their homes. There 
was no force to aid them in opposing the enemy but the militia and 
Colonel Warner's regiment of Green Mountain boys not exceeding 
one hundred and fifty men. It was feared by the New Hampshire 
authorities that to place under the Continental command any force 
that might be raised would lead to its being ordered to reinforce the 
hard-pressed Continental army at Stillwater, and their homes would 
still be unprotected. To avoid this they determined to keep control 
of their own forces. 

On the 18th day of July, 1777, the General Court of New Hamp
shire appointed William Whipple, Esq., and John Stark, Esq., Briga
dier Generals and made them subject to the General Court, or 
Committee of Safety, for the time being. It was held that any state 
had a right to raise militia for its own defence and place it under such 
command as it thought proper. This proved a fortunate stand under 
the circumstances. 

It was upon the consideration of the fitting out of this expedition 
that John Langdon of Portsmouth, speaker of the Assembly, made 
his famous pledge of three thousand hard dollars, all his plate and 
seventy hogsheads of Tobago Rum toward the equipment of this 
expedition. Through the evacuation of Ticonderoga, which had 
fallen on July 1, a few days before the meeting of the Assembly, the 
people had lost confidence in the officers of the regular Northern 
Army. With Stark's acceptance of independent command the 
situation changed from the deepest depression to one of unbounded 
enthusiasm. The rapidity of the recruiting and enlisting seems 
almost incredible. Twelve men had been called for in Jaffrey and 
now more than twenty responded. All were eager to join "in driv
ing the Hessians into the woods." The next day after Stark's ap
pointment, Captain Bedford of Amherst and Captain Parker of New 
Ipswich, some sixty miles from the seat of the legislature at Exeter, 
had recruited their companies to the number of two hundred and 
twenty men. Word came to Concord during the church service that 
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General Stark had offered to take command of the New Hampshire 
troops to go and head off Burgoyne. The minister advised all in the 
congregation who were willing to go to leave at once and every man 
walked out. The whole night was spent in preparation and a com
pany was ready to march the next day. On the third day seven more 
companies had volunteered, and then, on the other side of the water
shed, from Lyndeborough, Rindge, Walpole, Charlestown, and Ply
mouth, five more companies, numbering two hundred and fifty-two 
men, had enlisted from the scattered population. 

The Rindge company, under command of Captain Salmon Stone, 
including the Jaffrey volunteers, all enlisted the same day, July 21. 
In many towns more than ten per cent of the male inhabitants en
listed, and this, reckoning twenty-one enlistments, was far under the 
record of Jaffrey, which had at this time only eighty-eight men of 
military age, between sixteen and fifty. 

The new troops were to rendezvous at Number Four, now Charles
town, on the Connecticut River, where Stark was to assume com
mand. On the 28th of July he had sent forward two hundred and 
fifty men to the relief of the threatened points. He was a good pro
vider and gained the good will of his men by looking caref~lly after 
their welfare. His swiftly gathering forces were short of equipment. 
He wrote that he must have "kittles or utensils to cook our victuals 
as the troops has not brought any." There was great scurrying 
about to collect the necessary equipment. The Jaffrey committee 
were too busy to make a record, but fortunately the town of Dublin, 
always patriotic and ready with material aid in great emergencies, 
as we see by the record, came to the rescue, we trust, not alone. On 
August 3, 1777, Samson Powers acknowledged the receipt from 
the Dublin town committee of "two tin kittles for the yuse of Gen
eral Stark's Briggade. Prised 14 Shillings." Cannon and carriages 
were also short; and there was only one pair of bullet molds in Charles
town. No essential was overlooked. He called insistently on the 
New Hampshire committee for rum, as he found none "of that article 
in them parts where we are a going." By the second of August he 
had sent forward seven hundred men to join Colonel Warner at Man
chester. He was to follow immediately with three hundred more, 
and the remainder were under orders to follow as fast as they arrived 
in Charlestown. On the sixth of August came back from the woods 
of Peru peremptory orders from the commander, in language like 
himself, plain and unmistakable, to the authorities at Charlestown,. 
"to fix them cannon-to forward with all convenient speed the rum 
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and sugar and get all the cannon from Walpole." He meant busi
ness and was not to be caught unprepared. On the seventh of August 
he had crossed the mountain and joined Colonel Warner and General 
Lincoln at Manchester, near the western border of Vermont. Two 
days later he was at Bennington, prepared to fight. Meanwhile the 
British forces, in striking contrast to his own celerity, were making 
haste in his direction at the rate of a mile a day. 

General Schuyler of the American forces was at Stillwater, on the 
Hudson, about twenty miles west of Bennington. Burgoyne with 
the British forces was at Fort Edward, twenty-five to thirty miles 
north of Schuyler. St. Leger was moving slowly down the Mohawk 
to join Burgoyne. He had been unexpectedly delayed by the siege 
of Fort Stanwix, which had refused to surrender at sight according 
to program. It was like the ominous gathering of a storm in hay
time, with thunderheads and heat lightning on every side. 

General Schuyler had approved a plan of retaining troops at Man
chester or Bennington to fall upon Burgoyne's rear, and for this pur
pose had sent reinforcements to Warner. On the 29th of July, Gen
eral Benjamin Lincoln of Massachusetts was sent to take command 
in the new field. Five or six hundred men under him were to join 
Stark and Warner for a movement upon the rear of the invaders. 
Fortunately or unfortunately, Lincoln and Schuyler were late in ar
riving at this decision, and when the time came for action they were 
twenty miles away on the banks of the Hudson. 

The morning of the 16th of August, after a downpour of rain on 
the previous day, dawned beautifully serene. Colonel Baum, the 
commander of a detachment of Hessians, the advance guard of the 
British forces, was posted on a hilltop guarded with cannon and felt 
his position secure. From his commanding height he had seen in the 
morning men in shirtsleeves passing his position without alarm, 
thinking that they were only rustics seeking cover or running away 
from battle. These were the men of Colonel Nichols' regiment, in
cluding Captain Stone's company from Jaffrey and Rindge, who had 
been ordered to the rear of Baum's position. To his great surprise, 
Baum found himself suddenly surrounded by enemies. Bad luck 
attended him; his Indians deserted when real fighting threatened; a 
tumbril, containing his spare ammunition, took fire and blew up. 
Stark's account of the proceedings is as follows: 

The sixteenth I was joined by this state's militia and those of Berkshire county. 
I divided my army into three divisions and sent Col. Nichols with two hundred 
and fifty men on the rear of the left wing. Col. Hardwick was on the rear of the 
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right with three hundred men and ordered when joined to attack the same. In 
the meantine I sent three hundred men to oppose the enemy's front. Soon after 
I detatched Col. Hobart and Stickney on the right wing with two hundred men 
to attack that part all of which plans had the desired effect. Col. Nichols sent 
word that he had need of reinforcement, which I readily granted, consisting of one 
hundred men, at which time he commenced the attack precisely at three o'clock 
ill the afternoon, which was followed by all the rest. 

The action lasted two hours and according to Stark's reports his 
men behaved with the greatest spirit and bravery. The enemy's 
redoubt was taken by a bayonet charge and the two brass cannon 
were turned against them as the remnant fled. Colonel Breyman was 
at this time approaching with reinforcements for Baum, who had 
been mortally wounded in the battle, but the timely arrival of Colonel 
Warner from Manchester held Breyman in check and made it possible 
for Stark to rally his forces and follow up the enemy. It was a com
plete rout; two hundred and twenty-six of the enemy were left dead 
on the field and more than seven hundred prisoners were taken. As at 
Bunker Hill, the Americans proved themselves unerring marksmen. 
Bancroft'sHistory says that the Yankee sharpshooters came up within 
eight yards of the enemy's cannon and picked off the cannoneers. 

Bennington gave new courage and life to the disheartened patriots. 
Bells rang as far away as Boston and Philadelphia. The effect of the 
victory on the Continental Army was marvelous. Recruits flocked 
to the American ranks on the upper Hudson. The enemy forces 
were greatly reduced while the Continental Army saw its ranks in
creased to more than 16,000 men, as reported by Gates in October, 
1777. It was the turning point of the war and was soon followed by 
victories at Stillwater, or Bemis Heights, on September 19, and on 
October 7, at Saratoga. 

In September a company was called for in this vicinity "to drive 
the Hessians into the woods." It was placed under the command 
of Daniel Rand of Rindge and was joined to Colonel Daniel Moore's 
regiment of New Hampshire volunteers. It marched 160 miles to 
Saratoga and joined the Northern Continental Army under General 
Gates. In Rand's company were nine men from Jaffrey: David 
Stanley, lieutenant, Benjamin Dole, corporal, David Eaton, Jacob 
Gould, Jr. (perhaps then of Rindge), Bezaleel Sawyer, Ebenezer 
Thompson, Solomon Turner, John Weare (Wier), and Samuel Wood
bury. Zaccheus Witt, soon after of Jaffrey, served, probably from 
Fitzwilliam, in Captain Jacob Lewis' company of Colonel Moore's 
regiment. Following the surrender of Burgoyne, these men were dis
charged at Saratoga and allowed eight days for travel home. 
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The battle of Saratoga, according to Creasy, a British author, was 
one of the "fifteen decisive battles of the world." It was fought on 
October 7, 1777, and in a few months it was known all over Europe 
that the great expedition of Burgoyne had met with disaster and that 
in the backwoods of America a trained British army had been com
pelled to deliver up its arms to an undisciplined horde of irregulars. 
The tide had turned and our envoys, Benjamin Franklin and Silas 
Deane, were in a position to negotiate for the cooperation and support 
of France. In all these great events it is good for us and our children 
to know that Jaffrey men bore a part, and to be able to speak their 
names. 

Following the surrender of Burgoyne on the 17th of October, of 
5,791 men, or a total loss in the campaign of 10,000, the New Hamp
shire regiments serving in the brigade of General Poor of the Conti
nental Army marched forty miles in fourteen hours, fording the Mo
hawk River on the way, to check the advance of a British column up 
the Hudson River to the relief of Burgoyne. They were successful; and 
when the enemy had retired, they marched with the rest of Wash
ington's army to Valley Forge in Pennsylvania, where they suffered 
the hardships of that never-to-be-forgotten winter. In this service, 
in Colonel Nathan Hale's regiment, was Isaac Wesson of Jaffrey, who 
never returned. According to the petition of his widow, Lucy Wes
son, to the House of Representatives of the State, he left a family of 
small children, and she petitioned for such wages as might be due for 
the unpaid service of her husband, and was allowed four months' pay. 

THE RHODE lsLAND EXPEDITION 

From this time, with the seat of war removed farther south, there 
were fewer calls for militia service. In 1778 a large expeditionary 
force of the British was landed in Rhode Island; and to repel its ad
vance a combined attack by land and water was projected. An army 
was raised from the militia of New England and sent to reinforce 
General Sullivan who was expected to receive also the cooperation of a 
French fleet. For this service Colonel Enoch Hale raised a regiment 
and took command in person. The concerted movement was not 
successful, owing partly to the failure of cooperation on the part of 
the French fleet. The militia was dismissed after a service of nearly 
nine weeks, and was allowed two days' added time for travel home. 
The Jaffrey men in this service were largely in the company of Sam
uel Twitchell of Dublin. The complete roll of thisc ompany is given 
here, with the Jaffrey names marked by asterisks. 



Pay Roll of Captain Samuel Twitchels Company in Colonel Enoch Hales Regiment of Volunteers which Regiment Marched 

from the State of New Hampshire and joined the Continental Army on Rhode Island Aug 1778 Two are added to the time 

in Service for Travel home after the discharge. 

Name Rank 
Entry 

Discharge 
1778 

---
Samuel Twitchel Capt AuglO 

*William Turner Lieut 10 
*John Stanley Serjt 10 
*John Borland do 10 

John Knowlton do 10 
*John Bryant Corp 1 10 

James Maxwell do 10 
*Thomas Dutton do 10 
*John Emery Private 10 
*Benj• Cutter do 10 
*Daniel Emery do 10 
*Ephraim Adams do 10 
*Francis Smiley do 10 
*Isaac Proctor do 10 
*Jonathan Blodgett do 10 
*Rufus Sawyer do 10 

Ezra Morse do 10 
Daniel Morse do 10 
Gardner Towns do 10 
Joshua Greenwood do 10 
.Tohn Rt.onP. do 10 0 28 

Time in 
Service Rate per Amount 
Days Month Wages 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
'>1 2 d 3 

No. miles 
Travel out 
and home Amount 
at 8d each 

l 8 0 

Officers 
Subsis-
tance 

4.4.0 
2.2.0 

Whole 
Amount 

11 

0 

6 
2 
6 

.o 
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Moses Johnson do 10 28 21 do 3.10 120 8. 0.0 11.10 
Silas Taylor do 10 28 21 do 3.10 120 8. 11.10 
John French do 10 21 14 do 2. 6.8 120 8. 10. 6.8 
Moses Chase do 10 28 21 do 3.10 140 9. 6.8 12.16.8 
Samuel Copland do 10 28 21 do 3.10 140 9. 6.8 12.16.8 
Samuel White do 10 28 21 do 3.10 140 9. 6.8 12.16.8 
David Danford do 10 28 21 do 3.10 140 9. 6.8 12.16.8 
Joseph Dodge do 10 28 21 do 3.10 134 8.18.8 12. 8.8 
Nathan Proctor do 10 28 21 do 3.10 140 9. 6.8 12.16.8 

*Wm M•Allester do 10 desert 18 114 
*Joshua Thorndick do 10 desert 18 114 
* Andrew Davis do 10 desert 18 114 I I I 1-3 

i:I1 
M 

112. 8.2 I I 243.14.8 I 6.6.0 362.8.10 ~ 
M 

300 .0 ~ Allowance for 30 Horses at £10 Each 0 
10.1 t< A Journey from Dublin to Exeter to Return this Roll 5½ days c:f 

1-3 £8s5 .... 
£672.9.10 0 z 

(N. H. State Papers Vol. XV., page 536-7.) 
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Upon the rolls of this company, William McAllister, Joshua Thorn
dike, Jr., and Andrew Davis are reported as having deserted. Many 
other members of the expedition were likewise branded, but the 
designation appears not to have carried the usual stigma as it has 
been explained that in the general breaking up of the expedition many 
of the men left for home a little in advance of the formal disbanding 
of the force, under a misapprehension, supposing that they had 
already been dismissed. This appears to have been the final call of 
the war for militia service, but men of Jaffrey, as shown by the mili
tary records on following pages, continued in the ranks of the Con
tinental Army up to the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. 

THE CLOSING YEARS OF THE WAR 

On June 23, 1779, the House of Representatives of the State voted 
to raise 300 men for the defense of Rhode Island. Hercules Mooney 
of Durham was appointed colonel of the regiment. In this service 
enlistments from Colonel Enoch Hale's regiment included two Jaf
frey men, Bezaleel Sawyer and James French, Jr. In September of 
that year, three men, John Taggart, Kendall Pearson, and Jacob 
Gould, Jr., enlisted for Jaffrey in Continental service. 

On June 22, 1780, the House of Representatives of New Hampshire 
voted to raise 120 men to be sent to reinforce Major Whitcomb's 
rangers in service on the western frontiers of this State. In one of 
these companies, commanded by Ephraim Stone of Westmoreland, 
were four men from Jaffrey, David Averill, George Attridge, Andrew 
Davis, and Thomas Holt. 

The last of June, 1780, the New Hampshire legislature voted to 
raise 945 men to reinforce the army at West Point for a term of three 
months. Benjamin Spaulding of Jaffrey commanded a company of 
men in this service in the Continental Army. The company was 
organized in July and served until the latter part of October. The 
Jaffrey men in the company were: Benjamin Spaulding, captain, 
Jeremiah Underwood, Noah Emery, William Emery, Bezaleel Saw
yer, and John Leland. In 1781 the following men serving in the Con
tinental lines were returned for Jaffrey: Benjamin Stone, Moses 
Cutter, Daniel Harper, Benjamin Dole, John Dole, who died at Al
bany, New York, March 15, 1782, and Michael Silk. 

The final cessation of hostilities in the war of the Revolution was 
announced by Sir Guy Carleton on the 19th of April, 1783, eight years 
to a day after the battle of Lexington; but the army was not dis
banded until the 18th of the following October. 
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It is a surprising fact that in the entire eight years of war only one 
Jaffrey man, Isaac Leland, is known to have been killed in battle. 
He was killed near New York, September 3, 1777. The implements of 
warfare were crude and ineffectual as compared with the engines of 
destruction of modern times and consequently the losses in battle 
were not comparable with those of more recent times. But for en
durance of hardship and sheer doggedness of purpose our Revolu
tionary soldiers furnish an example perhaps never surpassed. The 
long marches, on which the spectre of disease constantly stalked 
beside them; the unsanitary conditions of camp life, and the dread 
of smallpox, that ghastly scourge which under camp conditions they 
were powerless to control; inadequate food that weakened body and 
spirit-all these made the service no less a test of heroism than is 
"going over the top" in modern warfare under the excitement of 
battle. 

The foregoing record is of necessity incomplete. The individual 
exploits and hardships of our Revolutionary soldiers were never re
corded and can never be known. Some one at sometime a resident 
of Jaffrey was in every great battle of the Revolution from Lexing
ton to Yorktown. 

On December 22, 1785, Jedediah Sanger, Dr. Adonijah Howe, 
Joseph Perkins, Roger Gilmore, and John Gilmore were chosen a 
committee to receive the accounts of the war service of the inhabit
ants of Jaffrey at that time, at the meeting-house, and "make up a 
roll of the same to be sent to Court." Under the law, bounties had 
been granted by the state and the account was made up that each 
man might receive his share. This account is invaluable, but does 
not record the service of many who had left town. 

JAFFREY ACCOUNT 

John Gilmore 13 days at Cambridge 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 Miles home at ld 

William Turner 13 days at Cambridge 
70 Miles travel out & 70 Miles home 

Joseph Perkins 6 days at Cambridge 
50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 

Asa Priest 6 days at Cambridge 
45 Miles Travel out & 45 home 

Daniel Emery Jur 4 Days to Royalton 
Travel to Walpole 30 Miles out & 30 home 

Jonathan Taylor 7 days to Bennington 
50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 
3 Days to Wal pole 
Travel 30 Miles out & 30 home 

11 

£ 17.4 
11.8 1 9 
17.4 
11.8 1 9 
8. 
8.4 16 4 
8 
7.6 15 6 
5.4 
5 10 4 
9.4 
8.4 
4 
5 1 6 8 
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Jon• Blodgit 1 Great Coat lost at Ticonderoga 18 
Abram Ross 11 Days at Cambridge 14.8 

70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 6 4 
Fra(n)cis Wright 11 Days at Cambridge 14.8 

70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 6 4 
James Stevins 4 Days to Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 10 4 
James Hayward 8 Days at Cambridge 10.8 

70 Miles Travel out 70 Miles home 11.8 1 2 4 
Ebenezer Harthorn 4 Days to Keen 5.4 

20 Miles Travel out 20 home 3.4 8 8 
Benj• Prescut 4 days to Wal pole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5 10 4 
Benj• Dole 4 days to Wal pole 5.4 
his Brother Johns 4 days to do 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out for each & 30 home 10. 1 0 8 
Samuel Ober 4 days to Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 10 4 
Jacob Peirce 4 Days at Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 10 4 
Moses Peabody 7 Days at Bennington 9.4 

50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 8.4 0 17 8 
William Osgood 8 Days at Bennington 10.8 

50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 8.4 19 
Cotton Whiteing 6 Days at Bennington 8. 

50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 8.4 16 4 
Elias Whitney 4 Days at Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5.0 10 4 
Ephm Whitcomb 2 Days to Walpole 2.8 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 
13 Days at Cambridge 17s 4 70 Miles Travel Us 8 1.9.0 1 16 8 
Joseph Bates 4 Days at Cambridge 5.4 

58 Miles Travel out & 58 home 11.8 17 
Oliver Procter 4 Days to Wal pole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5.4 10 4 
Joseph Wilder 4 Days to Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travel out 30 home 5 10 4 
Thomas Adams 4 Days to Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles Travil out & 30 home 5. 10 4 
Nathan Cutter 4 Days at Walpole 5.4 

30 Miles out & 30 home 5. 10 4 
John Daverson 5 Days at Cambridge 6.8 

60 Miles Travil out & 60 home 10. 16 8 
William Pope 10 Days at Bennington 13.4 

50 Miles Travel out & 50 home 8.4 1 1 8 
Daniel Emery 9 Days to Cambridge 12. 

70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 3 8 
James Cutter 13 Days at Cambridge 17.4 

70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 9 
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Benj• Jaqueth 6 Days to Cambridge 8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 19 8 

Samuel Stanley 14 Days at Cambridge 18.8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 
3 Days to the Westward 5. 
20 Miles Travel out & 20 home 3.4 1 18 8 

Ebenezer Ingalls 11 Days at Cambridge 14.8 
70 Miles out & 70 home Travel 11.8 1 6 4 

David Avery 12 Days to Cambridge 16. 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 7 8 

Jesse Snow 8 Days at Cambridge 10.8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 2 4 

Joseph Bates Jur 4 Days to the Westward 5.4 
30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 10 4 

Alpheus Brigham 14 Days to Cambridge 18.8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 10 4 

John Briant 2 days to Bennington 2.8 
20 Miles Travel out & 20 home 3.4 6 

Ezra Wilder 3 Days to Walpole 4. 
30 Miles Travel out & 30 home 5. 9 

Jon• Dean 11 days to Cambridge 14.8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 1 6 4 

John Hale 14 days at Cambridge 18.8 
40 Miles Travel out & 40 home 6.8 
Ditto at Ticonderoga in 1776, on the Lake 2.0.0 3 5 4 

John Matthews 14 Days at Cambridge 18.8 
70 Miles Travel out & 70 home 11.8 
Ditto Lost at Trenton 1.4 2 14 4 

Jonathan Priest 3 Days on Ipswich alarm 4 
Simeon Burt to Cambridge & Bunker Hill 2 11 
John Stone to Cambridge 14 8 
Daniel Emery 9 Days to Cambridge 1 3 8 
George Atridge 14 Days at Cambridge 1 10 4 
Jonas Cutter 15 Days to Cambridge 1 11 8 
Benj• Jaquith 6 Days to Cambridge 1 
Joseph Cutter 13 Days to Cambridge 1 8 
Ephraim Adams 13 Days at Cambridge 1 8 
John Hale 14 Days to Cambridge 1.10.4 

do for his Loss on the Lake in 1776 1.16.0 3 6 4 
John Matthews going to Cambridge & Losses on the Lake 3 19 4 
Samuel Stanley 14 Days at Cambridge 1 10 4 
Ebenezer Ingalls 11 days at Cambridge 1 6 4 
Hugh Dunlap 10 days to Cambridge 1 5 
Benj• Spaulding 7 Days to Cambridge 1 1 
Samuel Adams 6 Days to Cambridge 19 4 
David Avery 12 Days to Cambridge 1 7 8 
Robert Gilmore 14 Days to Cambridge 1 10 4 
Joseph Brooks 14 days to Cambridge 1 10 4 
William Smiley 12 days to Cambridge 7 8 
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Phineas Spaulding 12 days to Cambridge 
Alpheus Bridgham 14 Days to Cambridge 
John Harper 5 days to Cambridge 
Jonathan Stanley 9 days to Cambridge 
William McAllester 7 days to Cambridge 
(N. H. State Papers, Vol. XVI, pages 534-537.) 

THE REVOLUTION AT HOME 

7 8 
10 4 

1 
1 3 8 
1 1 

Another service, scarcely less heroic and too often overlooked, 
was that of the people at home who supported the armies in the field 
by the sacrifice of every comfort. The thousands of rural statesmen 
all over New England who pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor to the support of their liberties, and who in town 
meeting constantly supported every measure of aggression and de
fence to their own cost are also entitled to their meed of honor. They 
backed their words with every resource at their command, and year 
after year, when their currency had become worthless, saw without 
complaint the tax collector drive away their cattle and call for his 
toll of their needed grain to supply the starving armies. 

It was one of the first duties of organized government in Jaffrey 
to provide for its share in the impending conflict. One of the small
est of the group of towns in its immediate neighborhood, it had in 
1775 a population of 351 inhabitants. In comparison, Rindge had 
at this period 542; Mason, 501; Marlborough, 322; Dublin, 305; 
Peterborough, 549; New Ipswich, 960; Keene, 758. 

The first act of the town relating to the controversy, was taken 
only one year after the town was incorporated, when in September, 
1774, acting on the following article of the warrant for that meeting: 
"To take into Consideration what Best to be Done in Regard to the 
Request sent to this town by the Committee of Correspondence 
from Portsmouth in Regard of our Charter Privileges," the town 
chose "Mr. Henry Coffeen, Mr. William Smiley, Mr. Roger Gilmore 
to Draw a Covenant to be Signed by all who stand to Maintain the 
priveleges of our Charter, such meeting adjourned to the 27th day 
of Sept. Next at one of the Clock after Noon." This action is nota
ble as having taken place nearly two years before the famous Asso
ciation Test adopted under a "Resolve of the Honourable Continen
tal Congress," was circulated and signed in most of the organized 
towns of New Hampshire. Unfortunately, neither the Jaffrey Cove
nant nor the town's action upon the Association Test can now be 
found. In Rindge there were no dissentients and, so far as known, 
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the inhabitants of Jaffrey were unanimous in the support of the 
Patriot cause throughout the Revolutionary struggle. 

It was a period of intense anxiety and from long and bitter experi
ence in the French and Indian wars, in which men from every town 
had participated, they were not deluded as to the cost of the stand 
they had taken if they chose to resist rather than to submit to the 
growing encroachments upon their liberties. They might easily 
have reasoned that no foreign enemy would penetrate so far into the 
wilderness as to reach their sylvan abode, but they felt themselves 
harmed when even their remotest neighbors suffered for the principles 
they held in common. An advisory conference upon the conditions 
confronting the country was held in Keene, December 28, 1774, fol
lowing which an address was issued earnestly recommending measures 
of preparation for whatever might befall, and requesting the select
men of the several towns to call special town meetings and give the 
people an opportunity to adopt a by-law which had been prepared 
and sent with the address. In pursuance of this recommendation a 
town meeting was immediately called to act upon the article, "To 
See if the town will pass a vote to Establish Certain Votes and by
laws Concluded and Resolved by Committees from a number of 
towns within the County assembled at Keene on Wednesday the 28th 
day December last, and if voted to Choose a Committee to officiate 
in said Business and choose a Commissioner to attend the Sessions 
to have the above Resolve approved, also to agree on a method 
to pay the Committee and the Commissioner for their service." 

The town registered its approval of the unofficial action so far 
taken by a vote "to Establish all the by Laws and Resolves made by 
the sd meeting and choose Mr. Jonathan Stanley, John Gilmore and 
Phineas Spaulding Com•• to officiate in sd Business and Daniel Davis, 
Commissioner to attend the Sessions Sd by Laws and Resolves ap
proved, also Voted the cost be paid by the town." 

Here on a humbler stage was performed in advance the drama 
gloriously enacted by the Continental Congress in measures for the 
defense of their liberties and the adoption of the Declaration of Inde
pendence at Philadelphia. The language of the resolutions adopted 
and the by-laws established will never be known but the spirit was 
the same which electrified the country and made the Fourth of July, 
the day that Jefferson and his associates gave to the world the Declar
ation of Independence and pledged to its support "their lives, their 
fortunes and their sacred honor," the first of all the patriotic holi
days of the year. 
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In February of the same year the town met and "Choose a Com
mittee of Inspection" agreeable to the articles of the Continental 
Congress. This committee consisted of five of the town's most de
pendable citizens, Henry Coffeen, Roger Gilmore, Daniel Twiss, 
Jethro Bailey, and William Turner. Captain Henry Coffeen was 
chosen a deputy to attend the Provincial Congress at Exeter and, to 
back their words by action, it was voted "to Provide a towns stock of 
Powder, Lead and Flints according to Law." The Convention at 
Exeter of which Henry Coffeen was a member, adopted a form of 
government for New Hampshire to take the place of the King's dis
credited authority. It also reorganized the militia and provided for 
a supply of munitions of war, provided it should be the purpose of 
the Mother Country to continue its policy of subjection. The male 
population of the province between sixteen and sixty years of age, 
except Indians, negroes and a few civil officers, were divided into two 
classes, the Training Bands and the Alarm lists or Minute-men. By 
this act the men of the Training Bands were required to equip them
selves with "a good fire arm, good ram-rod, a worm, priming wire and 
brush, and a bayonet fitted to their guns, a scabbard and belt there
for, a cutting sword or tomahawk or hatchet, a pouch containing a 
cartridge box holding at least fifteen rounds of cartridges, a hundred 
buck shot, a jack knife, and for wadding, six flints, one pound of 
powder, forty leaden bullets to fit their guns, a knapsack and blanket, 
and a canteen or wooden bottle of sufficient size to hold one quart." 
One company, or more, thus equipped was organized in every town 
and was required to muster for inspection and training eight times 
in each year. By this first Provincial Congress, meeting upon the 
eve of war, post offices were established, a census of the province 
was ordered and future representation provided for upon an appor
tionment that for some years deprived Jaffrey of a representative 
except as classed with neighboring towns. Upon the organization 
of this body, which promptly assumed the government of the State, 
John Wentworth, the last Royal Governor prorogued the old assem
bly, and in sorrow and disappointment left the province that he had 
endeavored to serve to the honor of his sovereign and the welfare of 
his people. His devotion to his sovereign and sense of honor did 
not permit him to espouse the cause of the people, and he left for
ever the land he had learned to love, where he had a beautiful home 
and hosts of devoted friends. 

The New England towns of the Pre-Revolutionary period were 
in a large measure self supporting and sufficient unto themselves. 
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With their flocks and herds, their home industries and their handi
craftsmen, they needed to make no appeal to the charity of the world. 
The maples supplied their need for sugar and the fleeces of their 
sheep and leather from their own herds and tanneries provided their 
clothing, but one element was lacking, and that was salt. With war 
impending, their seaports might be blockaded and this essential of 
existence cut-off from their use. In this emergency, Henry Coffeen 
showed his public spirit by privately ordering a town stock of salt for 
which he gave his personal security, and then offered it to the town 
if they chose to take advantage of his prudential action. The town 
prudently decided to take advantage of his offer and voted "To Bye 
a town stock of salt this year." 

Every New England town organized prior to the Revolution has 
an honorable record in that struggle which pride and duty alike de
mand should be cherished and made known. That a people of such 
slender means could so greatly do and dare in the cause of liberty 
should be an inspiration to like endeavor in time of need; and though 
an enlightened world may at length find means to dispense with war 
between nations, yet the memories of the momentous struggles that 
have made and kept us free must forever remain among our choicest 
possessions. 




